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AMENDING SECTION 5 OF THE ACT ENTITLED "AN ACT TO AU-

THORIZE THE APPREHENSION AND DETENTION OF INSANE

PERSONS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, AND PROVIDING FOR

THEIR TEMPORARY COMMITMENT IN THE GOVERNMENT

HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES," AP-

PROVED APRIL 27, 1904, AS AMENDED

JULY 19, 1951.—Committed to theCommittee of the Whole House on the State

of the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. McMILLAN, from the Committee on the District of Columbia,

submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany S. 263]

The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred

the bill (S. 263) to amend section 5 of the act entitled "An act to
authorize the apprehension and detention of insane persons in the

District of Columbia, and providing for their temporary commitment

in the Government Hospital for the Insane, and for other purposes,"

approved April 27, 1904, as amended, having considered the same,

report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend that

the bill do pass.
The purpose of this bill is to permit commissioned surgeons of the

United States Army Air Force and physicians employed by the Vet-

erans' Administration, who are neither licensed nor resident in the

District of Columbia, to sign certificates relating to the sanity or

insanity of any person in the District of Columbia under the above

act. The act heretofore has prohibited this, since the above-men-

tioned were not within those excepted from the licensing and residence

requirements of the act. In addition, this bill will remove the require-

ment of residence in the District of Columbia as a prerequisite of the

signing of certificates by physicians who are licensed to practice in the

District of Columbia.
This bill has the approval of the Commissioners of the District of

Columbia, the Health Officer for the District of Columbia, and the

chairman of the Commission on Mental Health for the District of

Columbia.



2 AMEND ACT REGARDING INSANE PERSONS IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW

In compliance with paragraph 2a of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill,
as introduced, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be
omitted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics,
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman):

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CODE 21-330

SEC. 5. [For the purposes of sections 21-326 to 21-331, no certificate as to
the sanity or the insanity of any person shall be valid which has been issued
(a) by a physician who has not been regularly licensed to practice medicine in
the District of Columbia, unless he be a commissioned surgeon of the United
States Army, Navy, or Public Health Service; or (b) by a physician who is not
a permanent resident of the District of Columbia; or (c) by a physician who
has not been actively engaged in the practice of his profession for at least three
years; or (d) by a physician who 's related by blood or by marriage to the person
whose mental condition is in question.] That for the purpose of this Act no cer-
tificate as to the sanity or the insanity of any person shall be valid which has been issued
(a) by a physician who has not been regularly licensed to practice medicine in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, unless he be a commissioned surgeon of the United States Army,
Navy, Air Force, or Public Health Service, or a physician employed by the 'Veterans'
Administration; or (b) by a physician who is related by blood or by marriage to the
person whose mental condition is in question. [Nor shall any certificate alleging
the insanity of any person be valid which has been issued by a physician who is
fipancia.11y 'nterested in the hospital or asylum in which the alleged insane person
Is to be confined, or who is professionally or officially connected therewith.] No
certificate alleging the insanity of any person shall be valid which has been issued by a
physician who is financially interested in the hospital or asylum in which the alleged
insane person is to be confined; nor except in the case of physicians employed by the
rrnited States or the District of Columbia, shall any such certificate be valid which has
been issued by a physician who is professionally or officially connected with such hos-
pital or asylum.
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